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PRESS RELEASE    8/06/09    FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 

ÖMIE
bark cloths from New Guinea

To Be Opened by ALBAN SARE – Manager of Ömie Nemiss Inc

Discourse by JUDITH RYAN – Senior Curator Indigenous Art National Gallery Victoria

In the Presence of Ömie Artists
DAPENI JONEVARI & PAULINE ROSE HAGO

 

The Art of the ÖMIE female chiefs, who live in the shadow of Mount Lamington by the Kokoda trail in New 
Guinea, has been an enormous success for the Ömie people and for Annandale Galleries.  Our first exhibition 
in July 2006 was followed by a show at Holmes à Court Gallery in Perth May 2007.  Response by the public 

and museums was extraordinary.  Over 20 pieces were sold into museum collections in Australia.

The works are made on bark cloth and incorporate traditional and ceremonial designs to do with the nature 
and culture which surrounds them.  The artists go through a long period of apprenticeship but once they have 
achieved the status to make the work have complete freedom to express the stories in a personal manner so 
similar themes take on very different form depending on the artist.  Like the Aboriginal women also on show 
at Annandale, the work therefore is always changing and evolving and should be viewed as a vibrant contem-

porary art using traditional materials.

Opening November 27th 2009, the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) will be mounting a full- scale exhibi-
tion ‘The Art of ÖMIE’ at St. Kilda Road with full one hundred plus page catalogue and over 50 works.

In July, Annandale Galleries will be hosting two of the ÖMIE artists, Dapeni Jonevari & Pauline Rose Hago, in 
Sydney who will be making some works 2-3 July ‘in situ’ at Annandale for a video to be used in the landmark 

NGV exhibition. 
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NGV International
180 St Kilda Road
10am–5pm
Closed Tuesdays
03 8620 2222
ngv.vic.gov.au

Aspesa Gadai 
Ömie people born 1961
Oro Province, Papua New Guinea
Dahorué (Ömie mountains) 2006
National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne
© Ömie Nemiss Incorporated

Art of  
the ÖmIe 
27 NoV 09 – 
21 mAr 10

Wisdom of 
the mountain 
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Dapeni Jonevari  savan dëgerane - mountain frog  2005  113 x 120 cm  OM34



Aspesa Gadai  kukuhone - Ömie smoking pipe  2009   123 x 120 cm  OM111



Brenda Kesi  siechoutie - muddy bark  2009  123 x 120 cm  OM114



Dapeni Jonevari  asimano’e & soru’e – design of the head of a man & Ömie custom creations #1  2009  116 x 79 cm  OM116



Flora Oviro  nuni’e - design of the eye  2006  156 x 69 cm  OM121



Jean Margreat Hoijo  visuija’ahe - the backbone of mountain fish  #1  2006  116 x 79 cm  OM123



Stella Upia  siha’e – fruit from the trees  2006  158 x 73 cm  OM138



Flora Oviro  vahuhu sine & nuni’e - the body of a snake and the design of the eye  2009  134 x 114 cm  OM139



Lila Gama  ‘other elements – historic custom creations’    2009  143 x 68 cm  OM140



Pauline Rose Hago  ‘Ömie custom creations’  2009  150 x 106 cm  OM141
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